
Kw’ahtidee¬ Zephirin Moµnfwi (1866 - 1936)
“Dii sa naet’a, dehcho niµliµiµ ek’e¬t’a anaja¬-le niµde¬, asi¬i woµzi¬i gogha wets’a¬e¬t’oµ ha-le.” 
“Dii de¬ go¬÷oµ gots’o˚, eda¬esiµiµ si¬i, hani¬ ho¬÷oµ ha.”
Toµts’i¬ Zaa¬ 21 dzeµe̊, 1866 eko¬ Moµnfwi¬ wego̊h…iµ iµle¬. Theodore Dzimiµ eyits’oµ Anne Tsekewinda gizha hoµt’e. Degai Maa¬ Dzeµe̊ Zaa 07 dzeµe̊, 
1897 eko¬ Ek’aa¬wi Dzimiµ t…’a¬xoµo˚ aja¬ t’a¬ Dechiµlaa got’iµi˚ gha K’a¬owo iµle¬. Degai Maa¬ Dzeµe˚ Zaa 1921 eko¬, So˚mba Na¬zee¬ gha K’a¬owodee¬ 
ni¬i¬t…a wekwe, oµhda¬h hazoµoµ˚µ Moµnfwi¬ k’a¬owo gee¬htsiµ iµle¬, hazoµo˚ gogha gode-ha. De¬ts’oµ K’a¬owodee¬ eda¬ani¬ ghoµ doµne xe¬ so˚mba na¬zee¬ ha 
ni¬woµ yeghoµ ii¬kw’oh t…’a¬xoµo˚, gots’oµ xa¬e¬ht…a, so˚mba na¬zee¬ ghoµ gok’e¬e¬ho÷a¬-le. Yahtidee¬ yeghoµ na¬daeti¬ t’a¬, Moµnfwi¬ eyi¬i¬ noµo¬µt…a eyits’oµ 
hadi, “eda¬esiµiµ si¬i sek’e¬e¬ hogiµiµ÷oµ niµde¬ k’oµo¬µt’a soµo˚mba e¬chi-ha.” 

Canada gha De¬ts’oµ K’a¬owo ts’o¬µ Moµnfwi¬ gogha goiµde t’a¬, T…iµchoµ doµne si¬i, na¬geze¬ eyits’oµ ehdzo ageh÷iµiµ gha nde¬ giµ¬hchi¬, eyi¬i¬¬ de¬ si¬i, 
Moµnfwi¬ gogha de¬ niµiµt…’e¬ we¬ts’edi hoµt’e. Yahtiko˚ gots’oµ Decho wek’aba¬a, Sah ti¬ gots’oµ no¬µoµ Ko˚k’eti¬ gots’oµ, diidzeµe˚ k’e, Úi¬htsok’e¬ ko˚ go¬laa 
gots’oµ chiµk’ee¬ ts’oµo˚hk’e Ti¬ndee¬ wek’aba¬a eyits’oµ k’achiµ Yahtiko˚ gots’oµ. 

Gik’eµ¬e¬µ hoiµ¿o¬µ hani¬woµ ts’oµ÷o¬, Moµnfwi¬ he÷eµ dii t’a¬, So˚mba Na¬zee¬ na¬owoo¬ 11 k’e, Canada 
gha De¬ts’oµ K’a¬owo xe¬ ek’e¬tehtso¬o whehtsiµ. Hani¬ko¬ edlae¬¬t…oµ xoo k’exoiµwo t…’a¬xoµo¬µ , De¬ts’oµ 
K’a¬owo si¬i, so˚mba na¬zee¬ na¬owo e…adiµiµ ageh÷iµiµ t’a¬, Moµnfwi¬ weyatii wets’a¬ laani¬ gigha¬laeda 
aja¬. Diidzeµe˚ k’e, T…iµchoµ doµne si¬i, De¬ts’oµ K’a¬owo xe¬ de¬ ghoµ na¬yaeti t’a¬ si¬gogeeh÷iµ hoµt’e. 

Kw’ahtidee¬ Moµnfwi¬, Zezi¬ E…aiµwoo Dzeµe˚, k’e 1936 eko¬ t’a¬ e…aiµwo iµle¬, eyits’oµ wesah Jimmy 
Bruneau yet…’a¬xoµo˚ aja¬ t’a¬ Kw’ahtidee¬ wheliµ.

“This sun that rises, if it does not go back on itself, this Great River that 
flows, if it does not flow back on itself, on this land, we will not be restricted 
from our way of life.”
“For as long as this land shall last, it will be exactly as I have said.”
Monfwi was born on May 21, 1866, the son of Theodore Dzenithiya and Anne Tsekewinda. 
He succeeded Ek’awi Dzimi as the K’awo for the Dechi Laot’i (Edge of the Woods People) 
on August 7, 1897. Before the arrival of the Treaty 11 Commissioner in August of 1921, 
Monfwi was appointed by the Dogrib leadership to represent them collectively. Upon hearing 
the federal government version of the Treaty, he walked away, refusing to accept the terms 
as offered. After some coaxing from the Bishop, Monfwi returned and said that he would 
accept Treaty only on the terms that he would describe.
Through Monfwi’s representation to the Government of Canada, the Dogrib laid claim to hunting and trapping rights over a territory 
now called “Monfwi gogha Nde nitle” from Fort Providence along the Mackenzie River to Great Bear Lake and across to Contwoyto 
Lake to present day Lutsel’ke and along the northern shore of Great Slave Lake back to Fort Providence.
Believing his terms met, Monfwi agreed to sign Treaty 11 with the federal Government of Canada. However, in the years that followed, 
governments continued to apply their terms of the Treaty in areas that conflict with Monfwi’s words. Today, the Dogrib are negotiating 
with governments to settle the conflict in the Dogrib Agreement.
Chief Monfwi died on Good Friday in 1936 and was succeeded as Chief by his nephew, Jimmy Bruneau.


