Kw’ahtidee Zephirin Monfwi (1866 - 1936)

“Di1 sa naet’a, dehcho njly ek’et’a anaja-le nide, asii wozii gogha wets’aet'o ha-le.”
“Di1 de go2¢ gots’o, edaesy sii, hani ho?29 ha.”

Tots’l Zaa 21 dzee, 1866 eko Monfwi wegoht jle. Theodore Dzim) eyits’9 Anne Tsekewinda gizha hot'e. Degal Maa Dzee Zaa 07 dzee,
1897 eko Ek’aawi Dzimj tf'axqq aja t'a Dechjlaa got’)) gha K’aowo jle. Degal Maa Dzee Zaa 1921 eko, Somba Nazee gha K'aowodee
niitta wekwe, ghdah hazgg Monfwi k'aowo geehts) jle, hazgg gogha gode-ha. Dets’o K'aowodee edaani ghg done xe somba nazee ha
niwQ yegho rikw’oh tf'axqQ, gots’q xaehtta, somba nazee ghg gok’eeho?a-le. Yahtidee yegho nadaeti t'a, Monfwi eyl nootta eyits’
hadi, “edaes)) sii sek’ee hog)j?9 njde k’oot’a soomba echi-ha.”

Canada gha Dets’g K’aowo ts’Q Monfwi gogha gojde t'a, Ttichg done sii, nageze eyits’o ehdzo ageh?) gha nde gjhchi, eyii de sii,
Monfwi gogha de nytt’e wets’edi hot'e. Yahtikg gots’o Decho wek’abaa, Sah ti gots’g nog Kok'eti gots’o, diidzee k’e, Lihtsok’e kg golaa
gots’o chik’ee ts’gohk’e Tindee wek’abaa eyits’q k’achy Yahtikg gots’o.

Gik’ee hoj?9 haniwg ts’920, Monfwi he?e dii t'a, Somba Nazee naowoo 11 k’e, Canada
gha Dets’g K'aowo xe ek’etehtsoo whehts). Haniko edlaettg xoo k’exojwo tr'axQq , Dets’o
K’aowo siI, somba nazee naowo etad)) ageh?)) t'a, Monfwi weyatil wets’a laani gighalaeda
aja. Dudzee K'e, Thichg done sii, Dets’q K’'aowo xe de ghg nayaeti t'a sigogeeh?) hot'e.
Kw’ahtidee Monfwi, Zezi Etajwoo Dzee, k’e 1936 eko t'a etajwo Jle, eyits’o wesah Jimmy
Bruneau yetf'axqg aja t'a Kw’ahtidee whely.

Q-

“This sun that rises, if it does not go back on itself, this Great River that
flows, if it does not flow back on itself, on this land, we will not be restricted
from our way of life.”

“For as long as this land shall last, it will be exactly as | have said.”

Monfwi was born on May 21, 1866, the son of Theodore Dzenithiya and Anne Tsekewinda.
He succeeded Ek’awi Dzimi as the K’awo for the Dechi Laot’i (Edge of the Woods People)
on August 7, 1897. Before the arrival of the Treaty 11 Commissioner in August of 1921,
Monfwi was appointed by the Dogrib leadership to represent them collectively. Upon hearing
the federal government version of the Treaty, he walked away, refusing to accept the terms
as offered. After some coaxing from the Bishop, Monfwi returned and said that he would
accept Treaty only on the terms that he would describe.

Through Monfwi’s representation to the Government of Canada, the Dogrib laid claim to hunting and trapping rights over a territory
now called “Monfwi gogha Nde nitle” from Fort Providence along the Mackenzie River to Great Bear Lake and across to Contwoyto
Lake to present day Lutsel’ke and along the northern shore of Great Slave Lake back to Fort Providence.

Believing his terms met, Monfwi agreed to sign Treaty 11 with the federal Government of Canada. However, in the years that followed,
governments continued to apply their terms of the Treaty in areas that conflict with Monfwi’s words. Today, the Dogrib are negotiating
with governments to settle the conflict in the Dogrib Agreement.

Chief Monfwi died on Good Friday in 1936 and was succeeded as Chief by his nephew, Jimmy Bruneau.




