
Elizabeth (Zaabe¬) Mackenzie
“Eyit’a ¬ chekoa hotii ¬ e…exe ¬ht’e laani ¬ na ¬owo na ¬k’e t’a ¬ hogha¬geeto µ ni µde ¬, do µne na ¬ke laani ¬ na ¬getso-ha...
Kw’ahtidee ¬ enee ¬koa ayi ¬i ¬gho µ goi µde si ¬i, i µdaa ¬ ni µde ¬ gogha k’aa ¬t’ii-ha soni ¬ ayehdi ho µt’e ¬... 
Nada µa ˚ niw̃a à gogha na ¬ni µewhewoo eyits’o µ wegha¬a ¬ laani ¬ t’ahsi ¬i gots'o aja .̀”
Ehts’oke Yats’ehtii Zaa¬ 30 dzeµe˚, 1917 eko¬ wego˚h…iµ iµle¬. Jeremy eyits’oµ Liza Chocolate hazoµo˚ t’a¬ giza …o˚hdiµ iµle¬, iµ…e¬µeµ hoµt’e¬. Diµ xoo gots’o¬ 
Iµda¬a¬ko˚ eniµht…’e¬ko˚ aet’iµiµ, wemoµ e…aiµwo ts’oµ¬, eko ¬t’a¬ hoo¬noµ daats’oµ¬ diµ wegho¬o¬ iµle¬. Elizabeth, wemba Maria yee¬hsoµoµ eyits’oµ dechiµ niµ 
edaani¬ la net…’oµ ha¬÷aa wegha¬lats’eeda hogha¬yee¬htoµ hoµt’e¬. Nae¬noµ daatso¬µ siµlia¬ wegho¬o¬ eko¬ Elizabeth, Louis Mackenzie xe¬ xoni¬µdza 
eyits’oµ iµda¬a¬ diµe¬noµ gots’o¬µ yexe¬ dechiµ aet’iµiµ t’a¬ ehdzo ageh¿iµµ eyits’oµ na¬geze¬ iµle¬. Giza e…oµ¬hdiµ eniµht…’e¬ko˚ ageht’iµ¬µ aja¬ ts’oµ÷oµ¬ Behchoko˚ 
na¬gede¬ eyits’oµ na¬e¬dik’e¬e¬zoµoµ ko˚ goxe¬ egha¬laeda aja¬.

Behchoko̊ na¬gede¬ eko¬, Elizabeth (Zaabe¬) na¬hoe¬hwhoo t’a¬ ko̊ta doµ ts’a¬di iµle¬, yahtikoµ¬ doµ ts’a¬iµdi¬, Ts’eko E…exe¬ Egha¬lagii¬de¬e eyits’oµ  
Behchoko/Edzo Eniµht…’e¬koµ¬ K’a¬odee¬, gots’a¬idi¬, net…oµ xoo doµ ts’a¬iµdi¬ iµle. 1989 eko¬, T…iµcho Ne¬k’e Eniµht…’e¬koµ K’a¬odee¬ holiµiµ t’a¬,  
Elizabeth goxe¬ aet’iµiµ t’a¬ yek’e egha¬laiµda¬ iµle¬. Goxe¬ egha¬laiµda k’e¬xa¬, T…iµcho Ne¬k’e Eniµht…’e¬koµ K’a¬ode¬e wek’e¬hoe¬dzoµ agiµi¬µla¬, eyits’oµ 1991 eko¬  
Behchoko̊ eniµht…’eko̊ wego¬o¬ ho¬liµiµ t’a¬, wena¬hoe¬hdi-ha Zaabe¬ Mackenzie Eniµht…’eko̊ wiµzi¬ eliµiµ agiµi¬µla¬. 1997 eko¬, Ts’e¬ko K’a¬owo Gha K’a¬owodee¬ 
na¬owo wets’oµo̊hk’e t’ahsi¬i gigha¬iµ÷oµ iµle¬, ko̊ta nezii̊µ doµne gha egha¬laiµda¬ kexa¬.

Zaabe¬ Mackenzie oµhdaa¬ necha¬-ha naiµta¬ hoµt’e, ts’e¬ko hazoo˚µ gigha ehkw’i ho¬÷oµ-ha 
gogha egha¬laiµda¬ eyits’oµ ts’e¬ko edegha goge¬de-ha na¬dahoehwho t’a¬ gots’oµ gode 
iµle¬. Eyits’oµ ehkw’i ho¬÷oµ t’a¬ ko˚ta k’a¬ode¬e¬ giµliµiµµ-ha eyits’oµ chekoa hogha¬geetoµoµµ gots’oµ 
gode iµle¬. Chekoa eniµht…’e¬koµ aaget’iµiµ ha ni¬woµ t’a¬ sii¬ na¬dahoehwho-ne wek’e¬hoe¬dzoµ 
hoµt’e. T…iµchoµ yatii¬ eyits’oµ doµ na¬owoo¬ doµne hogha¬geetoµoµµ-ha sii¬ ho¬t…’o yek’e egha¬laiµda¬ 
hoµt’e. 

“So if children are taught in two cultures equally,  
they will be strong like two people...
What the Old Chief talked about is for some good time in the future...
He looked far ahead for us and we gain by it.”
Born on October 30, 1917, Elizabeth Mackenzie was one of seven children born to Jeremy and Liza Chocolate. She attended school 
in Fort Resolution for four years until her mother died when she was 14. Elizabeth was raised by her older sister Maria, who taught her 
many land skills. Elizabeth married Louis Mackenzie at the age of 25 and spent the next 40 years with him, travelling, trapping and 
hunting in the bush. When her seven children began school, she settled in Rae, where she began to work at the hospital.
While living in Rae, Elizabeth has played an active role in the life of the community. She was active in the church, the Native Women’s 
Association and as a member of the Rae-Edzo School Society for many years. She is well known for her passion for the education of 
young people and her dedication to Dogrib language and culture programs.
Elizabeth was one of the founding members of the Dogrib Divisional Board of Education in 1989 and was recognized for her work by 
the Rae-Edzo School Society in 1991 when the new elementary school in Rae was named in her honour. In 1997, she was awarded 
the Governor General’s Award for a life of dedication to her community. Elizabeth has been described as a hero who fought for the 
education of young children in a Dogrib cultural environment. She is a very respected elder who worked for the equal rights of women 
and men, encouraging women to speak out and take their rightful role in the community as leaders and educators of children.


