Elizabeth (Zaabe) Mackenzie

“Eyita chekoa hotii etexeht’e laani naowo nak’e t'a hoghageetq njde, done nake laani nagetso-ha...
Kw'ahtidee eneekoa ayiighq gojde sii, jdaa njde gogha k'aat’n-ha soni ayehdi hqte...
Nadgg njwa a gogha nanjewhewoo eyits’o weghaa laani t'ahsii gots'oaja.”

Ehts’oke Yats’ehti Zaa 30 dzee, 1917 eko wegohty jle. Jeremy eyits’o Liza Chocolate hazg t'a giza tohdj jle, jtee hot'e. D) xo0 gots’o
Jdaakq enjht’ekog aet’)y, wemq etajwo ts’g, eko t'a hoong daats’q dj weghoo Jjle. Elizabeth, wemba Maria yeehsqo eyits’o dech) nj
edaani la nett’'q hasaa weghalats’eeda hoghayeehtg hot'e. Naeng daatsg sjlia weghoo eko Elizabeth, Louis Mackenzie xe xonjdza
eyits’Q Jjdaa djeng gots’o yexe dech) aet’y t'a ehdzo ageh?) eyits’o nageze jle. Giza etgohd) enjht¥ekg ageht’) aja ts’'g?9 Behchokg
nagede eyits’g naedik’eezgg kQ goxe eghalaeda aja.

Behchoko nagede eko, Elizabeth (Zaabe) nahoehwhoo t'a kota do ts’adi Jle, yahtikg do ts’aydi, Ts’eko Etexe Eghalagiidee eyits’q
Behchoko/Edzo Enjhtt’ekq K’aodee, gots’aidi, nettg xoo do ts’ajdi jle. 1989 eko, Tticho Nek’e Enjhtt’ekqo K’aodee holy t'a,
Elizabeth goxe aet’) t'a yek’e eghalajda Jle. Goxe eghalajda k'exa, Tticho Nek’e Enjhtt’eko K’aodee wek’ehoedzo agjila, eyits’o 1991 eko
Behchokg enjht’ekg wegoo holy t'a, wenahoehdi-ha Zaabe Mackenzie Enjhtt’eko wyzi ely agjila. 1997 eko, Ts’eko K'aowo Gha K’aowodee
naowo wets’'gohk’e t'ahsii gigha)2q jle, kota nezi) done gha eghalajda kexa.

Zaabe Mackenzie gohdaa necha-ha najta hot'e, ts’eko hazoQ gigha ehkw’i ho2g-ha
gogha eghalajda eyits’o ts’eko edegha gogede-ha nadahoehwho t'a gots’o gode
Jle. Eyits’g ehkw’i ho?q t'a kqta k’aodee g)ljj-ha eyits’q chekoa hoghageetog gots’q
gode Jle. Chekoa enjhtf’ekq aaget’)) ha niwg t’a sii nadahoehwho-ne wek’ehoedzg
hot'e. THicho yatil eyits’o dg naowoo done hoghageeto-ha sii hott'o yek’e eghalajda
hot'e.

“So if children are taught in two cultures equally,
they will be strong like two people...

What the Old Chief talked about is for some good time in the future...
He looked far ahead for us and we gain by it.”

Born on October 30, 1917, Elizabeth Mackenzie was one of seven children born to Jeremy and Liza Chocolate. She attended school
in Fort Resolution for four years until her mother died when she was 14. Elizabeth was raised by her older sister Maria, who taught her
many land skills. Elizabeth married Louis Mackenzie at the age of 25 and spent the next 40 years with him, travelling, trapping and
hunting in the bush. When her seven children began school, she settled in Rae, where she began to work at the hospital.

While living in Rae, Elizabeth has played an active role in the life of the community. She was active in the church, the Native Women'’s
Association and as a member of the Rae-Edzo School Society for many years. She is well known for her passion for the education of
young people and her dedication to Dogrib language and culture programs.

Elizabeth was one of the founding members of the Dogrib Divisional Board of Education in 1989 and was recognized for her work by
the Rae-Edzo School Society in 1991 when the new elementary school in Rae was named in her honour. In 1997, she was awarded
the Governor General’s Award for a life of dedication to her community. Elizabeth has been described as a hero who fought for the
education of young children in a Dogrib cultural environment. She is a very respected elder who worked for the equal rights of women
and men, encouraging women to speak out and take their rightful role in the community as leaders and educators of children.




