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ELA 10-3 was a pilot course for the 2006-2007 school year. It is hoped that this 5-credit 
course would add to the course options for students requiring alternative pathways. This 
course does not replace ELA 16.  
NOTE: Students entering the ELA -3 strand starting in the pilot course year (2006 – 07) 
will option graduation requirements of ELA for this course. Students entering the course 
in later years are not yet guaranteed graduation requirements. 
ELA 20-3 is scheduled for piloting in the 2007-2008 school year.



 

 



 



 





 New Courses 
 
ELA 10-3 
 

- A desire to provide students with the skills and knowledge that would prepare 
them for life and work in current times. 

- Focus will improve student skills in family literacy, everyday literacy, media 
literacy, workplace literacy and literacy through informational texts 

- Can act as a bridging course for those who wish to move on to the -2 level 
courses 

 
 
The following is the timeline for the ELA –3 sequence of courses: 
 
September 2006 ELA10 -3 Small-scale pilot SAC members 
February 2007 Feedback / Course Modifications ECE 
September 2007 ELA 10-3 Full-Scale Pilot Territorial 
September 2007 ELA 20-3 Small-Scale Pilot SAC members 

 
 
NOTE: Students entering the ELA -3 strand starting in the pilot course year (2006 – 07) 
will option graduation requirements of ELA for this course. Students entering the course 
in later years are not yet guaranteed graduation requirements. 

 

 



Some ELA Assessment Tools 
 
Assessing using Conferences: 
A conference can be as informal as a discussion between the teacher and one of the children, 
or sometimes with a small group. In a one-to-one conference, the teacher can concentrate on 
skills and strategies that are specific to the child. For example, listening to children give an 
informal retelling of a story or asking them questions can offer insights into their level of 
comprehension. Teachers can ask the child about the strategies he or she finds helpful and 
model new strategies. In discussion a reading selection, teachers may also want to 
conference with a small group. 

Use questions such as the following to: 
- Prompt them to tell about the reading strategies they use (see prompts) 
- Find out about their comprehension (e.g. What is the story about? What happened 

at the beginning, middle, and end?) 

- Find about their personal connections to the text. (e.g. How did you like the story?  
What does reading the story make you think about?) 

Teachers’ Guide Levels D and E. Nelson. Thomson Learning. 
 
Assessing using Portfolios: 

 Portfolio assessment is an alternative assessment tool.  
 Portfolios raise children’s self-esteem, motivate student and encourage them to reflect and take 

ownership in their work. 
Areglado, N. & M. Dill. (1997). Let’s Write. New York: Scholastic Professional Books. 

 
Student portfolios usually contain a cross-section of records and examples of student work 
gathered over time. The information in the file can be used to analyze the strengths and 
weaknesses of particular children, to plan instruction, to conduct parent and child 
conferences, and to assist in making decisions about grouping and placement. The student 
portfolios might include: 

- Audiotapes of children reading and discussing ideas 

- Dated entries of self-evaluation formats 

- Anecdotal records 

- Writing samples and completed reading records with the teacher’s and children’s 
comments about what was achieved and newly set goals.  

- Include all drafts. Clip the final draft at the front. Put the reflection sheet on top. 

- Reading logs, book lists, and completed reading conference sheets 

- An index of contents to illustrate the variety of activities included and the reasons 
for keeping them 

- Running records of children’s reading  

- ‘Eurekas’ in learning 

- Designed attitudinal questionnaires 

- Reading log 

- The student’s toughest assignment and why. 

 



D.E.A.R. 
Drop Everything And Read: 
 
Many schools have incorporated regular D.E.A.R. times into the schedules of their classes, 15 minutes per 
day.  Students need to have daily opportunities to read and to practice their reading skills.  
 
Ideas to help manage D.E.A.R. time: 

- Read self-selected library books 

- Highlight theme-oriented books (books based on topics studied currently in class)  

- Make D.E.A.R. reading bags (4-5 picture books placed in a zip-lock bag, one for each child) to 
rotate amongst the children each day. 

- Make sure that each child has a book to read before DEAR begins, otherwise, they will spend 
the whole time searching. 

- Provide comic books, newspapers, magazines, online text, pamphlets, manual, and other reading 
alternative material 

- Purchase some sturdy portable cassette players and a selection of books with accompanying 
tapes (or narrate popular stories onto cassettes). 

- Allow students to abandon books that they dislike. Encourage students to give the book a chance 
but avoid requiring a child to read for pleasure a book he or she does not find pleasurable. 

- Do not make students report on their reading. DEAR time is supposed to be fun, not just another 
academic exercise. 

- Invite community guests to read to children 

- Model good reading habits by using this time to read, too. 

- Allow reading games to be played. 

- Allow peer-reading activities 

- Create a ‘review’ wall with student reviews of books to motivate others to read. 

- Buddy-reading programs 

- Use a reading incentive program (awards: pencils, t-shirts, hats, pizza party) –awards have been 
distributed to the schools. 

- Post current event/interest articles printed from the internet 

- Have students complete a reading interest survey and stock the classroom library with 
appropriate books. 

- Set up a listening centre for audio books. 
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